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My Brothers,

During this season let us all pause and give
thanks to Almighty God for the privilege we have
received from His hands, of living in the most
favored nation on Earth.

That we are "ONE Nation under God" we owe to
our ancestors who fought to preserveus as a
single nation, and it is up to us to keep the
memory of the sacrifices our forefathers
underwent to ensure that the Union would be
maintained, fresh in the minds of our children
and our children's children until the end of time.

So much time has passed and so many other
conflicts have been fought, that the history of the
Civil War is fast fading into a hazy memory in the
minds of today’s students and is getting less and
less attention in the History books being used in
our schools. One has only to attend an
"Education Day"” at one of the battle reenactments
to discover that precious little is being taught of
this, the second most important war, after the
Revolutionary War, that has been fought in the
lifetime of our country.

Our Patriotic Instructors have been charged with
the task of reminding all of us of the events of
1861-1865, and this task is increasingly important
as the Sesquicentennial approaches. Be
particularly attentive to the words of your Patriotic
Instructors so that you will be prepared to pass
these words on to the youngsters with whom you
come in contact.

On behalf of the Officers of the Department of
Florida, | wish you all the mostBlessed
Christmas and a Happy, Prosperous and Healthy
2010.

C. D. "Buck™ Custer, PCC, DC
Department of Florida, SUVCW
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DC CUSTER PRESIDES OVER
MID-YEAR CONFERENCE

DC “Buck” Custer presided over the Mid
Year Conference at St. Cloud on December
12th, 2009. Details will be provided when the
Minutes are published.

DEPARTMENT NOTICES

Traditional Memorial Day is Sunday, May
30th, 2010, as directed by General John A,
Logan's Memorial Day Order (General Order
No.11 dated 5 May 1868). Plan your work,
then work your plan.

15th Annual Department of Florida

Encampment will be held Saturday, June
26th, 2010, Venue: Lantana Recreation
Center Building 416 South Dixie Highway,
Lantana. Times: Displays in AM and
Business Meeting at 1 PM. Please check
web site for updates.

NATIONAL NOTICES

54th Annual Lincoln Tomb Ceremony
will be observed on Saturday, April 17, 2020,
at the Lincoln Tomb in Oak Ridge Cemetery,
Springfield, IL. Details may be obtained at <<
http://suvcw.ord/lincolnday.htm >>.

NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT will be held in
August, 2010. Details will be forthcoming.

IN MEMORIAM

Brother Roger Milton Fardink, a member
of Gen. Thomas J. McKean Camp #3, passed
away November 24, 2010. He represented
his Great-grandfather, PVT William Charles
Baker of Company N, 21st Pennsylvania
Cavalry.
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The Purple Heart

On August 7, 1782, General George Washington
established a Purple Heart decoration which he
called the “Badge for Military Merit.” That first
heart-shaped badge of honor bore the word
“Merit”" and was awarded to three American
Revolution soldiers for noteworthy wartime
efforts.

His actual order includes the phrase, "Let it be
known that he who wears the military order of the
purple heart has given of his blood in the defense
of his homeland and shall forever be revered by
his fellow countrymen.” The Badge fell into disuse
following the War of Independence, but although
never abolished, the award of the badge was not
proposed again officially until after World War 1.

On October 10, 1927, Army Chief of Staff General
Charles Pelot Summerall directed that a draft hill
be sent to Congress "to revive the Badge of
Military Merit”. The bill was withdrawn and action
on the case ceased on January 3, 1928, but the
office of the Adjutant General was instructed to
file all materials collected for possible future use.

In 1931 Summerall's successor, General Douglas
McArthur, reopened work on a new design,
involving the Washington Commission of Fine
Arts. The new design included a portrait of
Washington on purple-colored material and
included his family coat-of-arms. By Executive
Order, the President of the United States revived
the Purple Heart on the 200th Anniversary of
George Washington's birth, on Feb. 22, 1732, out
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of respect to his memory and military
achievements.

Per United States Army regulations, the Purple
Heart is awarded in the name of the President of
the United States to any member of the Armed
Forces of the United States who, while serving
under competent authority in any capacity with
one of the U.S. Armed Services after April 5, 1917,
has been wounded or killed, or who has died after
being wounded.

The MNovember 2008 edition of National
Geographic estimated the number of purple
hearts given as below. Above the estimates, the
text reads, "Any tally of Purple Hearts is an
estimate. Awards are often given during conflict;
records aren't always exact” (page 33).

World War II: 964,409

Korea: 136,936

Vietnam: 200,676

Persian Gulf: 590

Afghanistan: 2,743 (as of 8/21/2008)
Iraq: 33,923 (as of 8/21/2008)

The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, located
at 374 Temple Hill Road (Route 300)
Town of New Windsor, NY, commemorates the
extraordinary sacrifices of America’s servicemen
and servicewomen who were Killed or wounded in
combat. The mission of the Hall of Honor is to
collect and preserve the stories of Purple Heart
recipients from all branches of service and across
generations to ensure that all recipients are
represented.

The Stolen Valor Act of 2005 sets out penalties for
people who falsely claim to have been awarded
the Purple Heart. The Act states that any false
verbal, written or physical claim, or selling of the
Purple Heart Medal, by an individual to whom it
has not been awarded, is a federal offense
punishable by jail time andfor a fine.

Compiled from: http://www.thepurpleheart.com/
http:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_Heart

http:/'www.whitehouse.govi/about/presidentsigeor
gewashington/
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Hey there, Buddy,

We need YOU to be the new
DEPARTMENT SIGNALS OFFICER
effective June 26, 2010, for one year.
This important, appointive position
requires you to provide assistance to
Camp Signals Officers and maintain or
supervise the maintenance of the
Department home-page or Web site (<<
http://www.dofsuvcw.org/ >>). Same
Pay Grade and Benefits as other
Department Officers, Federal Holidays
off and outstanding camaraderie.
Please stand up and be counted as did
your Union C/W ancestor. Contact Bro.
Mike Farrell, Department. Sec/Treas, at

<< mfarrell@harris.com >>
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A SOLDIER'S CHRISTMAS

‘Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,

in a ane bedroom house made of plaster and stone.l

had come down the chimney with presents to give,
and to see just who in this little house lived.

As | looked all about, a strange sight | did see,
Mo tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.
No Stockings by mantle, just boots filled with sand,
On the wall hung pictures of far diztant lands.

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,
A sobering thought came through my mind.For this
house was different, it was dark and dreary,
The home of a soldier, | could now see clearly.

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,
Curled up on the floor in this ene bedroom home.The
face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
Mot how | picture a United States Soldier.

Was this the here of whom I'd just read?
Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?l realized the
families that | saw this night, owed their lives to these
soldiers who were willing to fight.

Soon round the world, the children would play,
and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas
day.They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.

| couldn’t help wondering how many lay alone,
on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.The
very thought brought a tear to my eye,
| dropped to one knee and started to cry.

The soldier awakened and | heard a rough voice,
"Santa don't cry, for this life is my choice™ | fight for
freedom, | don't ask for more,

My life is my God, my country, my corps.”

The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep,
| couldn't control it, | continued to weep.| kept watch for
hours, so silent and still,
as we both shivered from the cold night's chill.

| didn’t want to leave, on that cold, dark night,
this guardian of honor, so willing to fight. Then the
soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,
whispered, "Carry on Santa...., It's Christmas Day...., All
is secure.
One look at my watch, and | knew he was right,
Merry Christmas my friend.... and to all a Good Might.

= Author Unknown *~






